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NO GRIEVING CHILD  
SHOULD EVER FEEL ALONE

In Australia, just over 300,000 children will lose a parent before they reach the age of 18. To put 
this into perspective, there is most likely a child grieving the loss of a parent in every Australian 
classroom. In addition, children also experience sibling and legal guardian loss.

Grieving children who have experienced the death of someone they love can feel isolated and 
alone. They require ongoing support to develop strategies to cope and move forward with their 
lives following a significant loss.

At Feel the Magic, we provide grief education and support to bereaved children and their families 
to help alleviate the pain and isolation felt by the loss of a parent, sibling or legal guardian.

1 IN EVERY 20 CHILDREN AGED 7-17 WILL EXPERIENCE  
THE DEATH OF A PARENT.



WHO IS ‘FEEL THE MAGIC’  
AND WHAT DO WE DO?

Feel the Magic is an Australian not-for-profit organisation whose purpose is to create a world 
where children who are experiencing grief are supported to reach their full potential.

Grieving children who have experienced the death of someone they love can feel isolated and 
alone. Feel the Magic creates environments where children who are experiencing grief can be 
inspired and empowered to succeed in spite of their loss.

Feel the Magic runs Australia’s largest and leading grief education and support program, Camp 
Magic, a safe place for grieving kids to grow. Feel the Magic began supporting grieving Australian 
families in 2014 by sending successful nominees on a Magic Journey to Disneyland. 

Through these programs, children and families are encouraged to grow, develop resilience and 
share with others in similar circumstances. Feel the Magic aspires to instil the values of empathy, 
empowerment, growth and connection in the lives of families affected by grief.

OUR PURPOSE

To create a world where children who 
are experiencing grief are supported 

to reach their full potential.

OUR MISSION

To create environments where children 
who are experiencing grief can be 

inspired and empowered to succeed in 
spite of their loss.

OUR VALUES

Empathy
Empowerment 

Growth
Connection



EMPOWERING CHILDREN TO THRIVE AFTER GRIEF.



FEEL THE MAGIC 
PROGRAMS

CAMP MAGIC
This program was launched in 2015 and is designed to support children and teenagers aged 
7-17 who have lost a parent/s, sibling or legal guardian. Camp Magic follows a structured 
psychoeducational program, in addition to fun physical activities and resilience building 
challenges. Campers make connections with peers as they learn that they are not alone in their 
grief in a supportive and comforting environment.

PARENTAL WORKSHOPS
The Feel the Magic Parent and Guardian Workshop is an emotional literacy program that 
encourages parents to develop a dialogue and an understanding that tunes into their child’s 
feelings, behaviours and stages of adjustment through their grieving journey.

MAGIC JOURNEY EXPERIENCE
This program has provided families with a valued break from the challenges of everyday life 
following the loss of a significant loved one. It allows the changed family structure to reunite and 
create new, positive memories while honouring the memory of the loved one they have lost.

ZACH’S STORY 
On the 18th of March 2015, our lives changed 
forever... my husband Zach’s Dad passed 
away after a very short battle with cancer. 
Zach had just turned ten. 

Zach cried when we said goodbye but I felt so 
comfortable leaving him there, even with his 
separation anxiety I knew he was in good hands. 
Everyone was friendly, kind and caring. He was with 
kids just like him.

When I picked Zach up he looked so happy. Zach 
told me it was the best thing I had done for him and 
that he no longer felt alone. Gavin his mentor was 
amazing for him. He could not stop talking about 
camp and Gavin, even saying that “Dad would have 
liked him too!” Since being home we talk about 
grief with the tools he got on camp, especially to 
describe how he is feeling. 

What Camp Magic has done for Zachary is 
awesome, I cannot thank them enough.  
Thank you from the bottom of my heart.’’

‘‘



KINDER FAMILY
Since our 12-year-old daughter Billie died 
16 months ago, Charlie had seen a couple 
of psychologists but didn’t like any of them 
and flatly refused to go and talk to anyone. 
Charlie was angry, confused and was 
struggling to find direction. 

I promised that if Charlie went and didn’t like it, I 
would pick her up after 24 hours. I told Charlie that 
for the health of our family this was non-negotiable 
and that she had to attend. After a week of kicking 
and screaming and a lot of sarcastic comments 
and attitude the day finally came to drop her off.

Our first point of contact was with Gemma, Charlie’s 
mentor. I had spoken with Gemma at length a 
couple of days prior to the camp and explained 
our situation. Gemma was amazing and they both 
immediately formed what is now a close friendship.

Charlie felt Camp Magic was a safe space, a space 
where she could share and grieve and trust people 
with her deepest secrets. Charlie really did open up 
and allow herself to feel, cry and let go. As a parent, 
I couldn’t believe it. It was incredible! ’’

‘‘



MAJOR ANNUAL FUNDRAISER
NIGHT OF MAGIC 

The Night of Magic is our annual night of nights, with funds raised going towards the continued 
support of grieving Australian children and their families. This is our major annual fundraiser. 
Monies raised at this event will help to fund our existing camps in NSW, our immediate expansion 
into regional NSW, ACT, Victoria and, in time, the rest of Australia. 

It is an opportunity for our supporters, volunteers and grieving families, to come together and share in 
the spirit that defines Feel the Magic and inspires everyone who comes in contact with our community. 
It is a night filled with joy, laughter and some tears, but all attendees leave full in the knowledge 
that they have helped to support a community for grieving Australian children and their families 
that ensures they never have to feel alone again.

THE SLOANS
July 23rd 2012 is a day I wish I could forget. 
My precious daughter, Emma, lost her life in a 
horrific car accident. 

Emma was a young single mother of three and had 
just celebrated her 29th birthday a month before her 
death. She was stolen from her children who were so 
very young: Bailey (9), Preston (7) and Isabella (4).

I will never forget the heartbreaking task of 
explaining to my precious grandchildren that 
Mummy was involved in a bad car accident and the 
doctors tried their hardest but couldn’t fix her. 

All our lives have changed since that dreadful day. 
The grief journey is very much like a roller coaster. 
There are many ups and downs. No child should 
have to grow up without their mother. My grand 
children were lucky enough to take part in the 
inaugural Camp Magic
September 2015.’’

‘‘



6NIGHT OF 
MAGIC

NIGHT OF MAGIC 
NOW IN ITS SIXTH YEAR

Night of Magic VI will be held at the prestigious Westin Hotel, Martin Place on Saturday 22nd of 
September, 2018. This year’s theme is Under the Sea.The legendary Michael Usher will return as 
our guest MC. 

There are a number of ways you can get involved and help us to create the best Night of Magic yet:
n Sponsor the evening
n Donate prizes
n Purchase tickets to attend the event
n Participate in the online silent auction before the event

WESTIN HOTEL, MARTIN PLACE  

SATURDAY 22ND SEPTEMBER 2018

BETTY KLIMENKO -  
SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER
We are also delighted to announce that Betty 
Klimenko will be our special guest speaker. As 
V8 motor racing’s Erebus team owner, Betty is a 
powerful force in the motor vehicle industry. She 
also has a huge heart when it comes to supporting 
grieving children and has an incredible story to share.



GET INVOLVED  
HOW CAN YOU HELP?

CORPORATE PARTNERSHIP
At Feel the Magic we are committed to developing long-term and mutually beneficial partnerships 
with organisations who are aligned with our vision and values. Our partnerships are co-created to 
ensure our working relationship suits your business needs and social responsibility objectives. Our 
staff engagement and volunteering opportunities allow you to see, feel and touch the impact you 
and your organisation are having in the community.

CONFIDENTIAL FAMILY DONATION
We are very fortunate to have a number of privately held family trusts and organisations that 
support our work.

BECOME OR NOMINATE AN AMBASSADOR
The death of a parent or sibling as a child is a deeply personal and private event. We are looking 
to create a group of high-profile Australians who may have experienced loss as a child and are 
comfortable to speak about it publicly. This is another way we hope to raise the profile of what we 
do and give voice to the 1 in 20 Australian children who have had the same experience.

Other ways to help include:
n Sponsorship of other events, including specific camps and magic journeys
n Pro Bono Services
n Workplace Giving
n Become a volunteer or camp mentor



FEEL THE MAGIC LTD  

T: +61 02 4580 8613

 PO BOX 4327, PITT TOWN NSW 2756

SYDNEY AUSTRALIA
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